Mr. John F. Kennedy, Jr. 7627 Old Receiver Rd. 

John F. Kennedy library Foundation Frederick, Md. 21701 

P.O.Box 836 6/16/86 

Boston, Maas . 021 03 

Dear Mr. Kennedy, 

Although the possibility of a personal response to a mass mailing appears to 
be slight, despite failing health and its limitations I make the effort for reasons 
that will become apparent. Beginning with confessions of prejudice: the only reason 
i voted for your father was Richard Nixon and when your father was assassinated I 
believed he was on his way to becoming one of our greatest presidents. And two 
personal notes at least one of which you have no way of knowing. You were a very 
attractive youngfcster and for an Easter White House egg roll I tried to give you 
a real egg that weighed three-quarters of a pound, as I did every Easter to sick 
children in Washington and Baltimore hospitals, but I failed, probably because 
someone thought I had some kind of personal benefit in mind, as I did not* Your 
3ister may or may not have remembered and mentioned the second matter, a long after- 
noon I spent with the counsel for your ^ncle Teddy' s Freedom of Information sub- 
committee. This conversation was so intense that I was entirely unaware of the fact 
that your sister, then a teenager, was sitting crosslegged on the floor nearby and 
listening. My wife told me after we left Tom Susman's office. That conversation 
related to the better-known part of my work, which is not on your father's assassi- 
nation as mjich as how government functioned in that time of great crisis and there- 
after. To the best of my knowledge I am alone among critics of the investigation in 
not being a conspiracy theorist. I also made a 3 tudy of aspects of your father's 
presidency, intending a book my age, 73, and impaired health will now make impossible 
for me. ^liis, really, is the reason I write in the hope that this letter may reach you. 

As war is too important to leave to generals, I believe that history is too 
important to leave to professional historians. Too many conform their work to 
their preconceptions and the revisionists have already gone to work on your father, 
aided and abetted by those who have other interests to serve. 

Y 0 ur uncle, Sargent Shriver, may remember me because I was able to arrange for 
the first really good public attention the Peace Corps got. Once after that when I 
was in his building for other reasons and he was told about it, he had me taken to 
his office, asked me to go to work for him, and then called his division chiefs in 
to talk with me. 

I am leaving a large archive relating to the investigation of your father's 
assassinition if wlvich perhaps a quarter of a million pages tftHi is of previously 
withheld official records, a rather large additional part of which is the records of 



my FOIA litigation to force disclosure of withheld records, my owrujjt work and perhaps 
15,000 letters from total strangers about all of this* (Tfe rest relates to the 
investigation of the assassination of Dr. i-1 artin Luther King, Jr. I think it is fair 
to represent that I have done just about all the original work that is not in 
accord with the official solutions in both cases and that it is both responsible work 
and is so accurate that after more than 20 years I am aware of not a single sub- 
stantive error.) If your library is interested in arranging for copies of any or 
all of this that is possible under the current arrangements. 

I do not intend to be forward or to impose in any way, but I do believe that 
it might make a worthwhile addition^to the oral histories for me to be interviewed 
with regard to that part of your father's presidency the revisionists have been 
rewriting. If this interests you or your sister, we are not much more than a half 
hour away from the Shriver place in Rockville. Although I do not rule out any 
professional historian (and several are among my best friends) I think the end 
product would be better if no point of view were imposed in the questioning. 

The fierce official opposition to disclosure under FOIA is, I believe, an 
aspect of all of this that is of considerable importance. Right now, for example, 
the Department of Justice has procured a judgement against me in one case by, and 
please believe me, this is literally true, completely undenied perjury, fraud and 
misrepresentation. Because it also sought and obtained a judgement against my 
lawyer, since abandoned, I am perforce my own lawyer in the pending appeal. It 
would have been much easier and certainly less costly if I'd merely paid the judge- 
ment but if I had I'd have assented to the creation of evil and repressive precedents 
and what might become the de facto end of the freedom of Information Act as we have 
known it. This means the most serious restriction on the right of the people to know 
tfihat their government has done and is doing, to me, like political assassination, a 
subversion of representative society. 

I have no ulterior purpose in writing you and I will not make any public use 
of this letter. Nor do I ask anytliing for myself. Rather is it tliat my age and 
serious circulatory impairments prevent the completion of the rather large 
inquiry I have already made, one that has withstood time's testing and, among 
authentic scholars is described as pre-eminent in the field. Perhaps you may under- 
stand this better to know that I am the first of my family to be born outside one 
of the most murderous and repressive societies and thus, in the words of a poem 
that was one of your father^s favorites, have promises to keep in the (now fewer) 
miles before I sleep. 

I thank you for the invitation, which I am please to accept, and I do hope that 
you and your sister may cone to have an appreciation of your father that you will 



3 



A* >rur^ 

nflt get easily from the extensive and partisan work of tfce"professional historians. 
(As you may have learned in your formal education, for the most part they quote 

each other, with little original work other than by thosdjwho seek to deprecate him.) 
Resumed 7/13/86. With my only regular income slightly more than S350 a month 

I do not include a check with this. However, I do include a copy of my 6 / 23/86 

letter to the National Archives. For the many years I've not been able to get there 



I've had a cash deposit that bore mo interest. I've asked that it be transferred 
to your library foundation. I’ve heard no tiling from the Archives but I do assume that 

they will forward my deposit and will inform us both, as I asked* 

Sincerely , 




7627 Old Receiver 
Frederick, ^d. 21701 



